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DFE GUIDANCE FOR THE FULL OPENING OF SPECIAL SCHOOLS 

STFCH 

September 2020 

TASK COMMENT / REVIEW DATE 

   

PREVENTION 
Revisit and update risk assessments, 
to consider the additional risks and 
control measures to enable a return to 
full capacity in the autumn term. c/w 
additional appendices on ‘rules’; 
routines etc. 

Updated our own guidance nd advices 
– awaiting LCC model RA to update 
previous RA of 15.6.2020 which 
remains applicable for relevant 
sections. 
Once updated will be put on website to 
accompany Dfe Guidance 

Summer 
2020 

Active arrangements in place to 
monitor that the controls are effective, 
working as planned, and updated 
appropriately considering any issues 
identified and changes in public health 
advice. 

SLT/HOD to manage, monitor and 
evaluate and share at weekly update 
meetings 

weekly 

TEACHING 

Consistent groups reduce the risk of 
transmission by limiting the number of 
children, young people and staff in 
contact with each other to only those 
within the group.  

Pods or bubbles established with max 
numbers identified. Limit movement 
and interaction. Within isolated groups 
for those who do not understand 
concept of distancing it is acceptable 
for them not to distance within pod. 

daily 

Settings may keep children in their 
class groups for the majority of the 
classroom time, but also allow mixing 
into wider groups for specific activity 

Interaction may take place at specified 
times, clearly identified 

daily 

All teachers and other staff can operate 
across different classes and year 
groups in order to facilitate the delivery 
of the timetable and specialist provision 
but should minimise the number of 
interactions or changes wherever 
possible. 

Teacher flexibility allowed within 
department only 
Other staff remain consistent in pod 

daily 

Settings should make small 
adaptations to the classroom to support 
distancing where possible. That should 
include seating pupils side by side and 
facing forwards, rather than face to 
face or side on, and might include 
moving unnecessary furniture out of 
classrooms to make more space. 

Adaptions put in place as required ongoing 

Groups should be kept apart, meaning that 
settings should avoid large gatherings such 
as assemblies or collective worship with 
more than one group. 

No assemblies or activity involving large 
gatherings allowed 

Until 
further 
notice 

ARRIVING AND LEAVING 

Consider staggered starts or adjusting 
start and finish times to keep groups 
apart as they arrive and leave.  

Vast majority will arrive and depart at 
normal time. Some transport runs will 
double up and will involve late arrival 

Until 
further 
notice 
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and early departure. Teaching time will 
continue as close to normal as possible 

Pupils must wash their hands 
immediately on arrival  

Frequent handwashing at start and end 
of day and throughout day is timetables 
in and routine activity 

ongoing 

Independent travellers must adhere to 
public transport guidance and wear 
face covering, however this must be 
removed when in school. Guidance is 
clear no face mask are necessary for 
students or staff other than when using 
appropriate PPE in appropriate 
circumstances 

Face mask/coverings are not necessary 
in school other than that currently 
agreed in specific circumstances 

Until 
further 
notice 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

Specialists, therapists, clinicians and 
other support staff for pupils 
with SEND should provide interventions 

as usual.  

By appointment in contact with office 
with any intervention taking place with 
adult distancing in mind and respective 
preventative measures enforced. 

Until 
further 
notice 

Supply teachers, peripatetic teachers 
or other temporary staff can move 
between settings. They should ensure 
they minimise contact and maintain as 
much distance as possible from other 
staff.  

Initially keep any need for supply and 
other outside teaching staff to a 
minimum. Any supply would be long 
term only 

Until 
further 
notice 

Settings should consider how to 
manage other visitors to the site, such 
as contractors, and ensure site 
guidance on physical distancing and 
hygiene is explained to visitors on or 
before arrival. Where visits can happen 
outside of school or college hours, they 
should. A record should be kept of all 
visitors. 

As above appointment only for 
meetings with teachers etc or via 
virtual means. Contractors to follow all 
preventative guidance in place and will 
be monitored at all times utilising 
outside school hours wherever 
possible. Inventory records kept. 

Until 
further 
notice 

For individual and very frequently used 
equipment, such as pencils and pens, it 
is recommended that staff and pupils 
have their own items that are not 
shared. Classroom based resources, 
such as books and games, can be 
used and shared within the bubble; 
these should be cleaned regularly, 
along with all frequently touched 
surfaces.  

Frequent touch cleaning in place, 
students/staff have own specific 
resources. 
Note: disinfect/wash self not the 
device’ relates to IT equipment 

Until 
further 
notice 

Resources that are shared between 
classes or bubbles, such as sports, art 
and science equipment should be 
cleaned frequently and meticulously 
and always between bubbles, or 
rotated to allow them to be left unused 
for a period of 48 hours (72 hours for 
plastics) between use by different 
bubbles. 

Shared resources eg PE undergo 
cleaning after use and also access to 
ozone cleaning or rotated use. Access 
to specialist rooms not allowed at 
present – will undergo weekly review 

Until 
further 
notice 
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Settings will need to make an 
assessment of the cleanability of 
equipment used in the delivery of 
therapies (for example. physiotherapy 
equipment, sensory equipment), to 
determine whether this equipment can 
withstand cleaning and disinfection 
between each use (and how easy or 
practical it would be to do so) before it 
is put back into general use. Where 
cleaning or disinfection is not possible 
or practical, resources will have to be 
restricted to one user, or be left unused 
for a period of 48 hours (72 hours for 
plastics) between use by different 
individuals. 

ALL therapy provision resources will 
undergo necessary cleaning 
before/after use as identified and 
recommended. Individual specific 
therapy equipment will not be shared. 
 

Until 
further 
notice 

Outdoor playground equipment should 
be more frequently cleaned. 

Refer to DFE cleaning guidance of 
outdoor equipment 

Until 
further 
notice 

 It is still recommended that children 
and young people limit the amount of 
equipment they bring into the setting 
each day, to essentials such as lunch 
boxes, hats, coats, books, stationery 
and mobile phones. Bags are allowed. 

This is monitored and minimal 
equipment brought in – bags are 
allowed 

Until 
further 
notice 

The majority of staff in education 
settings will not require PPE beyond 

what they would normally need for their 
work. PPE is only needed in a very 

small number of cases, e.g. if an 
individual child becomes ill with 
Covid19. 

Use of PPE has been determined and 
those in XP class will continue for now. 
For all others only use where ‘normally’ 
required – intimate care etc. 
PPE fully available to supervise an child 
showing symptoms prior to leaving 
school 

Review in 
line with 
any 
update in 
guidance 
or half 
termly 
whichever 
sooner 

RESPONSE TO AN INFECTIONS 
Settings must ensure they understand 
the NHS Test and Trace process and 
how to contact their local Public Health 
England health protection team. 

Contact details known and available to 
share as required 

 

Anyone who displays symptoms of 
coronavirus (COVID-19) can and 
should get a test. Tests can be booked 
online through the NHS website, or 
ordered by telephone via NHS 119 for 
those without access to the internet. 
Essential workers, which includes 
anyone involved in education or 
childcare, have priority access to 
testing. 

Information widely known throughout 
school 

 

Settings will be provided with a small 
number of home testing kits that they 
can give directly to parents/carers 
collecting a child or young person who 

Will await to see what and how many 
may be offered to settings. At present 
no kits have been available and no-

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/
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has developed symptoms at their 
setting, or staff who have developed 
symptoms at work, 

one has indicated any availability or 
from what source 

If someone tests positive, they should 
follow the Stay at home: guidance for 
households with possible or confirmed 
coronavirus (COVID-19) infection and 
must self-isolate for at least 7 days 
from the onset of their symptoms and 
then return to school only if they do not 
have symptoms other than cough or 
loss of sense of smell or taste 

Information is widely known, posters in 
school and parents will be notified of 
actions following positive test 

 

MANAGING CONFIRMED CASES OF COVID 19 
Settings should contact the local health 
protection team. This team will also 
contact schools directly if they become 
aware that someone who has tested 
positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) 
attended the school – as identified by 
NHS Test and Trace. 

School to follow advice given  

Based on the advice from the health 
protection team, settings must send 
home those people who have been in 
close contact with the person who has 
tested positive, advising them to self-
isolate for 14 days  

School to follow advice given  

DfE recommend settings keep a record 
of pupils and staff in each group, and 
any close contact that takes places 
between children and staff in different 
groups. This should be a proportionate 
recording process. Schools do not 
need to ask pupils to record everyone 
they have spent time with each day 

Attendance recorded via 
SIMS/inventory system in school each 
day 

daily 

If someone in a class or group that has 
been asked to self-isolate develops 
symptoms themselves within their 14-
day isolation period they should follow 
‘Stay at home: guidance for 
households with possible or confirmed 
coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’. 
They should get a test. 

School to follow and share this advice 
given 

 

Schools should not request evidence of 
negative test results or other medical 
evidence before admitting children or 
welcoming them back after a period of 
self-isolation. 

School to follow advice given  

If settings have 2 or more confirmed 
cases within 14 days, or an overall rise 
in sickness absence where coronavirus 
(COVID-19) is suspected, they may 
have an outbreak, and must continue 
to work with their local health protection 

School to follow advice given and act 
accordingly  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
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team who will be able to advise if 
additional action is required. 

ATTENDANCE 

The usual rules on attendance will 
apply from September 2020 

All children should attend  

If rates of disease rise in local areas –– 
children and young people (or family 
members) from that area, and that area 
only, will be advised to shield during 
the period where rates remain high and 
therefore they may be temporarily 
absent  

Information will be noted and 
attendance code reflect this 

 

EDUCATIONAL VISITS 

In the autumn term, settings can 
resume non-overnight domestic 
educational visits.  This should be done 
in line with protective measures, such 
as keeping children within their 
consistent group, and the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) secure measures in place 
at the destination. 

Schools has taken decision to not 
resume educational visits for at least 
the first half term. This will be reviewed 
in November 

Review in 
November 
2020 

Settings should undertake full and 
thorough risk assessments in relation 
to all educational visits to ensure they 
can be done safely. As part of this risk 
assessment, settings will need to 
consider what control measures need 
to be used and ensure they are aware 
of wider advice on visiting indoor and 
outdoor venues. Settings should 
consult the health and safety on 
educational visits guidance when 
considering visits. 

n/a currently  

   

   

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-and-safety-on-educational-visits/health-and-safety-on-educational-visits
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-and-safety-on-educational-visits/health-and-safety-on-educational-visits

